
Unit Overview 1-4  7th Grade ELA 

 

Quarter Unit Name Brief Unit Description Priority Standards 
Addressed 

Supporting 
Standards Addressed 

1 In Pursuit 
Theme/Main 
Idea/Word Meanings 

In this unit, students will read short stories, 
poetry, memoirs, and several nonfiction 
narratives to explore the missions some 
people or characters have pursued to 
achieve their goals. This unit will help us 
understand and discover what drives us to 
undertake a mission regardless of the risks 
or human cost. 

7RL1D-Using appropriate 
text, determine the 
theme(s) of a text and 
explain the relationship 
between the theme(s) and 
supporting evidence; 
summarize the text distinct 
from personal opinions. 
DOK 3 
7RI1D-Explain the 
central/main idea(s) of a 
text and explain the 
relationship between the 
central idea(s) and 
supporting evidence; 
summarize the text distinct 
from personal opinions. 
DOK 3 
7RL1A-Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 
the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings using context, 
affixes, or reference 
materials.  
DOK 3 
 

7RL1C-Interpret visual 
elements of a text and 
draw conclusions from 
them (when applicable). 
7RL2A-Analyze how a 
text's form or overall 
structure contributes to 
meaning. 
7RL2D-Analyze how the 
setting, characters, and 
plot of a text affect each 
other and contribute to 
meaning 
7RL3D-Read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, 
dramas, and poems, 
independently and 
proficiently. 
7RI3D-Read and 
comprehend 
informational text 
independently and 
proficiently. 
7W1A-Conduct research 
to answer a question; 
gather relevant sources, 
print and digital; 
integrate information 
using a standard citation 
system. Gather relevant 
information from 



multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation 
7W3A-Review, revise, 
and edit writing with 
consideration for the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. a. 
Organization and 
content: Introduce the 
topic, maintain a clear 
focus throughout the 
text, and provide a 
conclusion that follows 
from the text. Add or 
delete content to clarify 
meaning 
7SL1A-Follow rules for 
collegial discussions and 
decisionmaking, track 
progress toward specific 
goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as 
needed.   
7SL2A-Speak clearly, 
audibly, and to the point, 
using conventions of 
language as appropriate 
to task, purpose, and 
audience when 



presenting including 
appropriate volume at 
an understandable pace. 
7SL2B-Position body to 
face the audience when 
speaking, and make eye 
contact with listeners at 
various intervals using 
effective gestures to 
communicate a clear 
viewpoint.  
7SL2C-Plan and deliver 
appropriate 
presentations based on 
the task, audience, and 
purpose including 
multimedia components 
in presentations to 
clarify claims and 
findings and emphasize 
significant points. 

2 The Powers That Be 
Making Inferences/ 
Textual Evidence 

Students will learn about utopian societies, 
particularly the Shakers. We will explore 
more about Shakers as well as about other 
utopian societies, along with information 
about dystopian societies. 

7RL1A-Draw conclusions, 
infer, and analyze by citing 
several pieces of textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 
DOK 3 
7R-I-1-A-Draw conclusions, 
infer, and analyze by citing 
several pieces of textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 

7RL2C-Analyze how 
specific word choices 
contribute to meaning 
and tone.  
7RL2D-Analyze how the 
setting, characters, and 
plot of a text affect each 
other and contribute to 
meaning 
7RL3B-Compare and 
contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, 
place, or character with 
realistic accounts of the 
same subject matter. 
7RL3C-Explain how 



text. DOK 3 characters and settings 
reflect historical and/or 
cultural contexts. 
7RL3D-Read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, 
dramas, and poems, 
independently and 
proficiently 
7RI3D-Read and 
comprehend 
informational text 
independently and 
proficiently. 
W1A-Conduct research 
to answer a question; 
gather relevant sources, 
print and digital; 
integrate information 
using a standard citation 
system. Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation.  
W3A-Review, revise, and 
edit writing with 
consideration for the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. a. 



Organization and 
content: Introduce the 
topic, maintain a clear 
focus throughout the 
text, and provide a 
conclusion that follows 
from the text. Add or 
delete content to clarify 
meaning 
SL1B-Delineate a 
speaker’s argument and 
claims, evaluating 
reasoning in order to 
pose questions that elicit 
elaboration and respond 
to others' questions and 
comments with relevant 
observations and ideas 
that bring the discussion 
back on topic as needed.  
SL2A-Speak clearly, 
audibly, and to the point, 
using conventions of 
language as appropriate 
to task, purpose, and 
audience when 
presenting including 
appropriate volume at 
an understandable pace. 
SL2B-Position body to 
face the audience when 
speaking, and make eye 
contact with listeners at 
various intervals using 
effective gestures to 
communicate a clear 
viewpoint.  
SL2C-Plan and deliver 



appropriate 
presentations based on 
the task, audience, and 
purpose including 
multimedia components 
in presentations to 
clarify claims and 
findings and emphasize 
significant points. 
 

3 Justice Served  
 
Point of View 
Word Meanings 
 

In this Grade 7 unit, your students will 
explore the importance of defending human 
rights through accounts of real people and 
characters in a variety of texts that include 
fiction, narrative nonfiction, informational 
texts, and speeches. The unit begins with an 
excerpt from Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter 
for Workers’ Rights, which highlights the 
demonstrations and crusades against unfair 
child labor practices of workers’ rights 
activist Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, whose 
“march of the mill children” made headlines 
at the turn of the twentieth century. Other 
selections share stories of great defenders of 
human rights, including a biography of the 
young Harriet Tubman, a poem honoring 
labor leader and civil rights activist César 
Chávez, Nelson Mandela’s autobiography, 
and Nehru’s eulogy for Mahatma Gandhi. 
Throughout this unit, students will explore 
human struggle, determination, and the fight 
for human rights. 

7RL1B-Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 
the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings using context, 
affixes, or reference 
materials. DOK 2 
7RL2B-Analyze how an 
author develops and 
contrasts the points of view 
of different characters or 
narrators in a text. 
DOK 3 

RI1B-Explain the 
central/main idea(s) of a 
text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of a text; provide 
an objective summary of 
the text.  
RI1C-Interpret visual 
elements of a text 
including those from 
different media and 
draw conclusions from 
them (when applicable) 
RI2A-Analyze how a 
text's organization or 
overall structure 
contributes to meaning 
RI2B-Analyze how an 
author develops his/her 
point of view or purpose 
and distinguishes it from 
those of others. 
RI2C-Analyze how word 
choice contributes to 
meaning and tone. 
RI3B-Compare and 
contrast how two or 



more authors writing 
about the same topic 
make decisions about 
craft and structure. 
RI3D-Read and 
comprehend 
informational text 
independently and 
proficiently 
W1A-Conduct research 
to answer a question; 
gather relevant sources, 
print and digital; 
integrate information 
using a standard citation 
system. Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation. 
W3A-Review, revise, and 
edit writing with 
consideration for the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. a. 
Organization and 
content: Introduce the 
topic, maintain a clear 
focus throughout the 
text, and provide a 



conclusion that follows 
from the text. Add or 
delete content to clarify 
meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Getting Along 
Argumentative Writing 

In this  unit, a variety of texts will help 
students explore the outside forces that 
create challenges for human interaction. We 
will read about the steps people take to 
overcome these forces so that we can form 
meaningful relationships with other people. 
The unit begins with an excerpt from the 
novel The Outsiders, which focuses on class 
conflicts in the 1960s between two rival 
gangs from different economic groups. Other 
selections relate real-life stories--for 
example, the award-winning drama The 
Miracle Worker shows how Annie Sullivan 
broke down barriers in teaching Helen Keller 
to understand language and to learn to 
communicate. In another selection, journalist 
Nicolas Gage honors the woman who taught 
him the power of the written word and who 
led him to follow a successful career in 
journalism. Human interactions with nature 
also presents a challenge, as students will 
learn from the informational text “California 
Invasive Plant Inventory.” In addition, 
students will read celebrated works of fiction-
-Langston Hughes’s “Thank You, M’am” and 
Willa Cather’s My Ántonia--in which 
characters struggle to get along with one 
another amid a harsh environment. 
Throughout this unit, students will explore 
the many challenges human beings face in 
forming relationships with one another and 
with the world around them. 

RI2D-Evaluate an author's 
argument, assessing 
whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims. 
DOK 3 
7W2Aa-Follow a writing 
process to produce clear 
and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization, style, and 
voice are appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience; develop writing 
with narrative, expository, 
and argumentative 
techniques. a. Narrative: 
Develop narratives 
including poems about real 
or imagined experiences 
which establish and 
maintain a consistent point 
of view and include clearly 
identified characters, well-
structured event sequences, 
narrative techniques, and 
relevant descriptive details. 

RI2A-Analyze how an 
author's choice 
concerning a text's 
organization or overall 
structure contributes to 
meaning. 
RI2C-Analyze how word 
choice contributes to 
meaning and tone. 
RI3A-Compare and 
contrast information 
presented in different 
mediums and analyze 
how the techniques 
unique to each medium 
contribute to meaning. 
RI3D-Read and 
comprehend 
informational text 
independently and 
proficiently 
W1A-Conduct research 
to answer a question; 
gather relevant sources, 
print and digital; 
integrate information 
using a standard citation 
system. Gather relevant 



DOK 3 
7W2Ab-Expository: 
Develop 
informative/explanatory 
writing to examine a topic 
with relevant facts, 
examples, and details; 
establish relationships 
between ideas and 
supporting evidence. 
DOK 3 
7W2Ac-Argumentative: 
Develop argumentative 
writing by introducing and 
supporting a claim with 
clear reasons and relevant 
evidence, acknowledging 
counterclaims, and 
establishing relationships 
between claims and 
supporting evidence.  
DOK 3 

information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation. 
  

     

     

     

     

     

 


